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were inevitably absorbed, and they asked nothing better. What
may well surprise us is that there was so little Germanism in
the new States, all of which were ruled by Germanic dynasties.
Language, religion, institutions and art were entirely, or almost
entirely, devoid of Germanism. We find some Germanic influences
in the law of those countries situated to the north of the Seine
and the Alps, but until the Lombards arrived in Italy these did not
amount to very much. If some have held a contrary belief, it is
because they have followed the Germanic school and have wrongly
applied to Gaul, Italy, and Spain, what they find in the Leges
Barbarorum of the Salians, the Ripuarians and the Bavarians. They
have also extended to the period which preceded the Carolingians
what is true only of the latter. Moreover, they have exaggerated
the role of Merovingian Gaul by allowing themselves to be governed
by the thought of what it later became, but as yet was not.
What was Clovis as compared with Theodoric ? And let it be
noted that after Clovis the Prankish kings, despite all their efforts,
could neither establish themselves in Italy, nor even recapture the
Narbomiaise from the Visigoths. It is evident that they were
tending towards the Mediterranean. The object of their conquest
beyond the Rhine was to defend their kingdom against the Bar-
barians, and was far from having the effect of Germanizing it.
But to admit that under the conditions of their establishment in
the Empire, and with the small forces which they brought with
them, die Visigoths, Burgundi, Ostrogoths, Vandals and Franks
could have intended to Germanize the Empire is simply to admit
the impossible. Stat mole sua.
Moreover, we must not forget the part played by the Church,
within which Rome had taken refuge, and which, in imposing
itself upon the Barbarians, was at the same time imposing Rome
upon them. In the Occident, in the Roman world which had
become so disordered as a State, the Germanic kings were, so to
speak, points of political crystallization. But the old, or shall we
jjay, the classic social equilibrium still existed in the world about
them, though it had suffered inevitable losses.
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